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The German Government's manifesto also laid stress on Germany's
desire for peace. 'The German Government and the German nation
reject force as an unsuitable means of removing existing differences
within the European community of states. . . . [They] renew . . . the
assurance of their readiness to destroy even the last German machine-
gun and to discharge the last man from the army if other nations
decide to do the same	[They] declare their readiness at any time,
by the conclusion of Continental pacts of non-aggression, to guarantee
the peace of Europe for the longest period, to serve its economic
progress and to take part in the general cultural reconstruction. . . .
[They] have no desire to take part in any competition in armaments
with other nations; they demand only that measure of security
which guarantees to the nation tranquillity and liberty to carry on
peaceful work. The German Government and the German nation are
prepared to secure these justified demands of the German people by
means of negotiations and treaties.'1 In conclusion, the German
Government asked the German people the following question: 'Does
the German nation approve the policy which its Government here
submits to it, and is it prepared to declare and solemnly to acknow-
ledge this policy as the expression of its own view and its own
desire ?'
Herr Hitler in his broadcast speech reiterated once more Germany's
readiness to disarm completely on the sole condition of reciprocity.
'If the World decides that all weapons are to be abolished down to the
last machine-gun, we are ready to join at once in such a convention.
If the World decides that certain weapons are to be destroyed, we are
ready to dispense with them immediately. But if the World grants
to each nation certain weapons, we are not prepared to let ourselves
be excluded from this concession as a nation with inferior rights.'
The most significant passage in the speech, however, was that in
which the Chancellor made overtures to France. He said that he
took it as a "sign of a noble sense of justice' that Monsieur Daladier
had shown a 'spirit of conciliation and understanding' in his latest
speech and had denied that France desired to humiliate Germany.
I speak [he said] in the name of the whole German people when I
affirm that we sincerely desire to end a feud which has resulted in the
1 On the 16th October, the German Foreign Minister gave additional
explanations of the Grovernment's reasons for leaving the Conference in an
interview with foreign Press representatives. He declared that the departure
of Germany need be no obstacle to the work of the Conference, since she was
already disarmed, and he added that the Government would at any time
examine serious proposals for disarmament and remained ready to come to
an agreement based on equality of rights. Extracts from Freiherr von Neurath's
statement •will be found in Documents on International Affairs, 1933.

